Cassius. The fine portrayal of major and minor characters, a special
feature of Shakespeare, won my applause. My other favourite writers
include, interalia, Carlyle, Shelley, Jonathan Swift, Daniel Defoe and
the Scottish poet, Robert Burns.
Apart from Indo-British literature, Russian literature has consid-
erably influenced me. It was the novel "Shepherd", the name of the
author, I could not recall now, had given me a new perception with
regard to moulding insignificant subjects into fuifledged literary cre-
ations. Later, I read stalwarts such as Gogol, Leo Tolostoy, Destovsky,
Maxim Gorky, Pushkin, Boris Pasternak and Mayakovsky. Tolostoy's
Anna Karenina, Resurrection, Dostovsky's crime and punishment and
White nights, Pushkin's short stories and Pasternak's Dr. Zhivago
were all time classics. Gogol's stones on devils, have captured my
imagination with such a gripping fright that, even today I shuddar
recasting them in the night time. They were all masters of literature.
Particularly, they laid the path for novel and short story with unique
themes.
in the early days, while in the University I tried my hand in trans-
lation. The then translated pieces too appear in this volume. Later,
very accidentally, I wrote 'Rain that Raineth5 which was published in
'Deccan Chronicle'. My friends, who read it appreciated my imagina-
tive flair encouraging me to write more and more. This is how East
wind has come into focus with Its soft blow. Though It was serene
and tranquil in the beginning, it took the shape of blazing Indignation
against the accumulating debris in the society.
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